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WHERE IS

GOING

THERE
AND WILL YOU BE

GREEN



?YOUR VISION 
OF GREEN



TIME TO DO
SOMETHING

action
without

is the ruin of the

SOUL...”

-Edward Abbey

“SENTIMENT



A LOOMING GLOBAL CRISIS
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IT’S NO SECRET

SOURCE:  Ottman Consulting



Consumer interest

THE UNTAPPED MARKET

SOURCE:  Ottman Consulting
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Organic Industry Sales TrendsVery Serious Environmental Concerns
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SOLUTIONS
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PROBLEMS
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a second

loses

one drop
a leaky faucet losing

of water
a month
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LAWNS:  SPILT MILK

24 March 1989
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WATER
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bleak future:



caroma.com
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geberit.us

WATER



envirolet.com
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falconwaterfree.com

• Union Issues
• 3 year ROI
• Same price
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A

WATERLESS URINALS:

1.0 gal/flush x ___ flushes/day

x 365 days/year 

= __________ gallons saved 

x $____/gallon = $______

32

11,680
.0021 24.52
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bright future: WATER
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70˚
40˙ C

cooler
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COOL ROOF SAVINGS



40%
energy savings
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1979
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2003
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TOBACCO INDUSTRY:  1950
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OIL INDUSTRY:  2008
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ENEMIES OF THE STATE

BILL O’REILLY
Talk Show Host, Fox News

MYRON EBELL
Director, Competitive Enterprise Institute

JIM INHOFE
Senator (R), Oklahoma

PHILIP COONEY
Advisor, White House / Exxon

“Global warming is the worst hoax 
ever perpetrated on humanity...”

“anyway, the truth is that no one but 
God really knows why the climate is 

changing...”

“The existence of global warming is 
scientifically inconclusive.”

“alarmist reports...”
“extortion by environmentalists...”

WE THE
PEOPLE
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bleak future: ENERGY
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energyinnovations.com
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sterlingenergy.com

WATER ENERGY MATERIALS I A Q SITING COMMUNITYENERGY



nanosolar.com
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stormbladeturbine.com
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ecosmartfire.com
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bright future: ENERGY
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chrisjordan.com

WATER ENERGY MATERIALS I A Q SITING COMMUNITYMATERIALS





CONSUMED EVERY

106,000 c
a

n
s

g
a

ll
o

n
s

p
e

r 
d

a
y

30 s
e

c
o

n
d

s



davidmaisel.com
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THE NEED FOR GREEN

buildings of the world
consume

40%
of the world’s energy & materials

25%
of the wood harvested

17%
of our water

A



1









there’s
no such thing as

WASTE



LIFECYCLE:

a look at the entire life of a

MATERIAL or PRODUCT
from

extraction, manufacture, 
transport & installation

through

USE

and including

disposal



Lifecycle chart



At each stage

PROBLEM 1



At each stage 2

PROBLEM 1



Designers use

PROBLEM 1



Lifecycle chart



Lifecycle inspire

PROBLEM 1



Lifecycle chart



Cradle to grave

PROBLEM 1



Cradle to grave2

PROBLEM 1



Cradle to cradle

PROBLEM 1



INSPIRED BY CRADLE TO CRADLE THINKING

MIRRA CHAIR BY HERMAN MILLER



YOUR (NEW) PRIORITIES TOWARDS FINISHES:
•  natural / non-toxic
•  low embodied energy (includes salvaged)
•  sustainably harvested
•  recyclable/biodegradable
•  recycled content
•  locally harvested
•  durability

CHANGE YOUR THINKING

we should not

KILL
our clients



YOUR (NEW) GOALS (shown in priority):
•  indoor environmental quality
•  water efficiency
•  site selection & planning
•  energy reduction
•  material & resource efficiency
•  community building

CHANGE YOUR THINKING

these are in

ADDITION
to budget & schedule



bleak future: MATERIALS
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barkskin.com
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plyboo.com
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habitusnyc.com
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3-form.com
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renewedmaterials.com
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eleekinc.com
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uhurudesign.com
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modulararts.com
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mioculture.com
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extrastudio.pt
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bright future: MATERIALS
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“[Pergo] is the cockroach
of wood flooring...

it offgasses you 
in your sleep.”
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bleak future: AIR QUALITY
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bondedlogic.com
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americanclay.com
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yolocolorhouse.com
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methodhome.com
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healthybuilding.net

WATER ENERGY MATERIALS I A Q SITING COMMUNITYI A Q



bright future: AIR QUALITY
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bleak future: SITING
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campos
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bright future: SITING
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it’s the beige one.
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bleak future: COMMUNITY
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urbanrevision.com



newvoiceofbusiness.org



greenhomeguide.com



greenerbuildings.com



greenopia.com



thegreenzebra.net



westcoastgreen.com

November 06-08 2008 • San Francisco 



greenbuildingfordummies.com



HOMEWORK

5action steps

A

what’s next:



HOMEWORK

A
1opportunities:

recycled content
vegetable, not oil, based
reduce mfg waste
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HOMEWORK

tell others what you 
have learned



A
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HOMEWORK

create solvent or 
VOC-free chemistry
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HOMEWORK

make every product 
a green product



A
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HOMEWORK

be honest and 
humble about your 
green features



-Mahatma Gandhi

CHANGE
“you must be the

you wish to see in the

WORLD...”



A

RESOURCES

additional
RESOURCES

1 2 3MATERIALS 
GreenHomeGuide.com

BuildingGreen.com

GreenSage.com

WorldChanging.com

SustainableStyle.org

TreeHugger.com

Inhabitat.com

PUBLICATIONS 
EDCmag.com

GreenSourceMag.com

GreenerBuildings.com

iGreenBuild.com

Cradle to Cradle

Building With Vision

DIRECTORIES 
BuildingConcerns.com

GreenBuildingBlocks.com

BuildItGreen.org

StopWaste.org

WhosGreen.com

organicarchitect.com/downloads/cha08.pdf



organicarchitect 

?QUESTIONS

DOWNLOAD THIS PRESENTATION:

organicarchitect.com/downloads/cha08.pdf


